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Newsletter -

URBAN WATERWAYS RENEWAL UPDATE
In early 2012, we began earthworks in 11 project sites within the Canning
Catchment. Major restoration works including channel realignment,
installation of rocky riffles, bank erosion protection, weed removal and
planting have improved the aethestics and will continue to increase the
biodiversity of the catchment.
At Bannister Creek, after major weed removal in 2011, the associated
earthworks have commenced. Five riffles have been installed, a limestone
retaining wall for erosion control has been built, and some minor channel
realignment has significantly improved the function of this waterway.
Revegetation of the creek banks and floodplain continues.

Bannister Creek weir before construction
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Welcome to our Latest
Newsletter
If you have any comments on
the newsletter or would like to be
included on our distribution list
please call us on 9458 5664.

Electronic Newsletter
We are trying to cut down on the
amount of paper we use. Please
advise us if you prefer to receive
this newsletter electronically.
Email: amykrupa@sercul.org.au
to be included in the distribution
group.

Bannister Creek weir pool after construction

Bickley Brook/Canning River confluence earthworks have involved the
redesign of the waterway, installation of rocky riffles and the creation of
swales to reconnect the Brook with its floodplain.
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Bickley confluence riffle construction

Bickley confluence after riffle construction

The largest project at the Southern River site involved reconnecting
the Wungong River with its floodplain. This was achieved by removing
the concrete stormwater pipe near Riverside Lane. Additional Southern
River projects involved reshaping and revegetating the existing basins at
Grovelands, Strawberry, Third and Seville to improve water quality and
natural diversity.
A big THANK YOU to those communities, schools and volunteers that
have contributed thousands of hours of work and been heavily involved
in the revegetation, rubbish removal and weed control.
For more details and photos follow
us at our SERCUL facebook page.
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Did You Know?
In February 2000, an algae bloom of
Microcystis aeruginosa in the Swan
–Canning Estuary caused closure
of popular swimming, boating and
fishing areas.
Algae blooms occur in lakes, rivers,
estuaries and oceans around the
world. Algae use excess phosphorus
and nitrogen to grow and multiply
rapidly to large numbers.
Blue-green algae are not like plants
and other algae but are a kind
of bacteria (cyanobacteria). The
cells of blue-green algae are much
smaller than ordinary algal cells, so
instead of seeing filaments, they
look like scum.
Not all scum is dangerous. Some are
formed by harmless green algae but
others may indicate pollution. If you
see a substance floating like scum
on the water, it could be Microcystis
which can cause skin irritations and
dermatitis. If you notice any unusual
discolouration or scum in the Swan
or Canning Rivers, do not touch this
algae or wade in the water. Please
report it to the Swan River Trust on
9278 0400.
By the way, did you know ‘algae’ is
the plural form of the word, while
‘alga’ is the singular.

From the Chair
At the time of writing this report the CEO, Julie Robert is away on
well-deserved leave, 4w-driving to Lake Eyre and Flinders Ranges
in South Australia.
The up-skilling of all staff at SERCUL has enabled the organisation
to continue to function efficiently and effectively providing excellence
in landcare and environmental education. All staff are taking on
additional responsibility as well as their own usual tasks. A fantastic
team effort that I am so very proud of.
All projects are progressing well. We were very fortunate that the rain
held off for the Urban Water Renewal projects so earthworks were
able to be undertaken with confidence.
As we head towards the start of a new financial year, we have our
draft Strategic Plan out for comment. We aim for it to be finalised by
early July. This will be driving force for our business plan.
Pat Hart
Chairperson

SERCUL EXECUTIVE AND STAFF
THREE-DAY LIVE-IN TRAINING
Last month saw 23 SERCUL staff and executive members
attend a three-day live-in training camp at the Bickley
Recreation Camp. All 23 people who attended worked very
hard to learn about the other SERCUL team members using
the MBTI personality type as a base. Our facilitator, Rachel
Green, was excellent. She managed to inspire most attendees
while helping others to grow stronger and wiser with new skills
and understanding of our colleagues. Apart from the serious
side of the three-day training, we also had opportunities for
casual walks through the steep valley and along the creek.
Magic! We also had the challenge of getting into teams to
produce a winning SERCUL team song. We did come up with
a final winner but we do need a bit more practice with it before
we go public.
A fantastic time was had by all. The Bickley Camp is a really
great place for such events.

Algae growth in Copulup Lake, Success
April 2012
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Singing the SERCUL team song

Crate climb challenge

SERCUL Happen
ings

BECKENHAM OPEN SPACE
Have you had the experience?
Have you taken a walk through the Open Space at Beckenham next to
SERCUL? If you haven’t, then I encourage you to do so; it is a great
experience.
The WAPC site is managed by SERCUL Landcare officers John Maliunas
and Tracy Evans. Experience the peaceful boardwalk alongside Yule
Brook and see some interesting birds, waterbirds and listen to the frogs.
Perhaps you may see a long necked turtle. Take a peaceful walk along the
pathway with all the trees and bushes in the Bowra and O’Dea Memorial
Groves. This particular long-term project is supported by the ‘Men of the
Trees’.
Walk down to the bank of the
Canning River on your way.
Experience the tranquility of
this area and discover the local
waterbird species. There are a
number of seats along the way
if you wish to sit and relax in the
moment or just continue along
the circuit at your own pace. I
can assure you it is a wonderful
experience.

COMMON BRUSHTAIL POSSUM

VOLUNTEER
CORNER
SERCUL has continued receiving
the invaluable support from
volunteers. In the last twelve
months we have had 55 active
volunteers and two groups
(Panama Group and Inclusion
Western Australia).
During
this
period
those
volunteers
have
contributed
with approximately 2300 hours;
equivalent to $68 000 ($29.59 per
hour according to Volunteering
Western Australia).
We would like to thank all those
volunteers who have really
committed themselves to help us
deliver our projects on ground,
maintain our veggie garden and
perform various office tasks.
THANKS TO ALL!
Those who can, do.
Those who can do more, volunteer.
~Author Unknown

SERCUL is now home to a resident
common brushtail possum.
Some facts are ...
They normally feed on eucalyptus
leaves, fruit and flowers. They are also
known to eat leaves and berries from
exotic plants as well as small bird eggs
and small lizards.
They only have one baby at a time. Their
gestation period is 15 – 17 days after which
they remain in the mother’s pouch for 16
– 20 weeks. They then spend the next 4 –
8 weeks on their mother’s back. They are
weaned at 5 – 7 months. The females are
capable of breeding at 12 months of age
while the males are capable of breeding at
two years. They live between 12 – 15 years
in the wild.

SERCUL Team planting

Start volunteering today
and feel better
tomorrow!
Don’t hesitate, contact us now!
Monica Estrada
Volunteer Coordinator
SERCUL
9458 5664
monicaestrada@sercul.org.au

Its main predators are foxes, owls and
dogs.
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MACRO INVERTEBRATE
STUDY
A study was undertaken between
October and November 2011
to survey invertebrates and
herpetofauna within the UWR
project sites in the Canning
Catchment. This study was
undertaken by David Knowles
from Spineless Wonders with the
help of researchers and SERCUL
staff.
A report has been released
with findings from the survey.
For the first time in a Western
Australian invertebrate survey,
a
comprehensive
colour
photographic index of more than
400 species has been provided.
In
this
three-day/three-night
snapshot of macroinvetebrate
diversity, the following were found:
43 arachnids, two centipedes,
two millipedes, four slaters, six
molluscs, one earthworm and two
flatworms.These findings suggest
high levels of remnant biodiversity,
especially for the Eva Street site.

Hydrocarbon Survey
Track and Trace project in the Kelmscott industrial area
In 2009 elevated levels of hydrocarbons being exported from the
Kelmscott industrial area in surface water runoff were reported.
City of Armadale (CoA) and SERCUL staff identified oil slicks in the
Gillam Drive compensation basin which receives stormwater from the
Kelmscott Industrial area. The Track and Trace project was initiated in
the Kelmscott industrial area to identify the sources of hydrocarbons
contaminating surface water runoff.
The project utilises MyCelx pads which float on top of passing
stormwater and absorb hydrocarbons from its surface without
obstructing flow. Sixty-eight stormwater pits within the Kelmscott
industrial area catchment were monitored for hydrocarbon capture by
visual inspection of the pads and rating the extent of discolouration
following a storm event. The monitoring was conducted on three
occasions; November 2011, January 2012 (funded by SERCUL) and
most recently in February 2012 (funded by CoA).
The trend analysis of three visual inspections showed high oil
discolouration in seven stormwater pits, medium oil discolouration in
twenty-six pits and low oil discolouration in twenty-four pits (see map).

If you are interested in this report
please contact SERCUL on
9458 5664.

Blackmask Dovegrey Delta Geomoth
Dichromodes personalis, Ferndale

Falsehead Greybrown Longbody
Salspider Abracadabrella sp.
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The Department of Environment and Conservation’s Pollution
Response Unit (PRU) were contacted regarding these results.
Additional discussions regarding this project were held with
representatives from the PRU and CoA. The PRU will be involved in
further investigation to track the sources of the hydrocarbon discharge
into the stormwater network.

Local Community G
roup News

ARMADALE GOSNELLS LANDCARE GROUP
Water Corporation grant helps AGLG protect natural sites
The Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group (AGLG) received a $2641
grant from the Water Corporation to purchase equipment to assist in the
environmental maintenance near drainage sites in the Cities of Armadale
and Gosnells.
Friends of Forrestdale used a portion of the grant to purchase a spray
unit, picks, shovels, gloves, a wheel barrow and protective equipment.
Friends of Forrestdale will use this equipment to help retain the natural
environment around the Baileys Branch Drain in Forrestdale and keep on
top of invasive weeds at the site.
Chairperson of the AGLG, Cam Clay commented on the success of the
grant.
“This grant has enabled us to purchase a whipper snipper, safety gear,
picks, shovels and gloves,” Mr Clay
said.
He went on to say, “AGLG are
now in a position to conduct our
own whipper snipping on sites
rather than hiring a contractor. The
equipment will allow the group to
complete tasks more efficiently.
AGLG have a strong working
partnership
with
the
Water
Corporation and look forward to
continuing this relationship into
the future to maintain local natural
areas within the Cities of Armadale
and Gosnells.”
Water Corporation Senior Asset
Manager Drainage, Scott Davie,
said partnerships with community
groups were vital.
Scott Davie (Water Corp) with Jim
“Working in partnership with
Prince and Cam Clay
community groups with a keen
interest in protecting and enhancing
the environment means our
drainage areas can be maintained
to higher standards,” Mr Davie said.
“This is in line with the Corporation’s
environmental
policies
and
objectives.”

LESLEY JUDD
Les Judd has joined AGLG as the
Landcare Coordinator for the next
12 months while Crystal Gillam is on
maternity leave.
Les moved to Western Australia late
last year from New Zealand where
she worked for the Department
of Conservation. She worked on
a recovery programme for two
species of critically endangered
lizards; carrying out field monitoring,
predator control and managing a
captive breeding programme for
both species.
During this time she also copresented a series of short television
programmes about conservation in
New Zealand.

Les Judd with a Kakapo

As coordinator for AGLG Les’s role
involves sourcing funding grants and
working with the River Restoration
Officer to engage with local
government and community groups
to achieve conservation outcomes
for the waterways of the Gosnells
and Armadale areas.
Welcome to the team Les!
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BOOK SALE
Freshwater Fishes,
Crayfishes and Mussels of
South-Western Australia

OUT AND ABOUT
Garden Week ran from 19 – 23 April and boy was it amazing!
We set up a fantastic display including ‘fresh’ algae, a frog pond
and froggy information, education resources, Grow Local Plants
and soil types, Freshwater Fish and Fauna information, the
catchment model and plenty of FUN activities for the kids!
Children are naturally drawn to the catchment model and bring
their parents along in-tow! Badges were being made relentlessly
and adults were eager to share stories about their own frog ponds
and the visitors they attract.
Overall, we felt that we had a great response to our display with
plenty of visitors taking specific and quality information away with
them.

This field guide summarises all that
is currently known about the iconic,
yet often unnoticed species of fish,
crayfish and mussels inhabiting
the fresh waters of south-western
Australia. It offers useful tips on
how to recognise and identify these
animals, as well as information about
their distribution, behaviour, biology,
and the threats they face.
The book is published by the South
East Regional Centre for Urban
Landcare and Murdoch University
and is funded by Lotterywest.
If you would like a copy please
contact:
SERCUL
9458 5664
69 Horley Road, Beckenham
Cost: $10 per copy (incl GST)
plus postage and handling.

Freshwater Fauna DVD’s

Three films on the native freshwater
fish, crayfish and mussels of SouthWestern Australia have been produced to
accompany the field guide.
The DVD’s will be for sale soon.
Watch this space!
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Landscape Australia EXPO ran for two days in May at the
Claremont Showgrounds. This was an opportunity for industry to
show landscapers their latest and greatest products available. We
used this opportunity to target landscapers and turf managers with
our Fertilise Wise Fertiliser Training Course. We managed to raise
interest in our Fertilise Wise training course and the importance
of reducing the amount of phosphorus entering our river system
through the over-use of fertilisers.
It was a great opportunity to speak directly to the people working
on-ground and express the importance of the Phosphorus
Awareness Project to those who are in the position to change the
way things are done and make a difference!

Upcoming Events

Date and Time

Event

Group

Contact

Sun 1st July
9 – 11 a.m.

WWAG Work Morning
Site TBA

Wilson Wetlands Action
Group

Russell 9258 7301 or
email wilsonwetland@
gmail.com

Mon 2nd July
9 – 10.30 a.m.

FoMCL Work Day

Friends of Mary Carroll
Lake

Unice 9398 7126

Sun 8th July
4 – 6 p.m.

FoMCL Cockatoo Watch

Friends of Mary Carroll
Lake

Unice 9398 7126

Mon 9th July
9 – 10.30 a.m.

FoMCL Work Day

Friends of Mary Carroll
Lake

Unice 9398 7126

Sun 29th July
9.30 a.m. – 12
p.m.

National Tree Day

Bannister Creek
Catchment Group

Amy Warner
9458 5664

Thurs 9th August
9 a.m. – 12 noon

SERCUL Meeting

South East Regional
Julie Robert
Centre for Urban Landcare 9458 5664

Sun 12th August
9 – 11 a.m.

WWAG Work Morning and BBQ

Wilson Wetlands Action

Verna St. Dress for weather and must wear
closed in shoes or boots.
Meet at Eudoria St car park, Gosnells or
go to site (call night before if not sure)
Meet at Eudoria St car park, Gosnells or go to
site (call night before if not sure)
Check islands/all burnt sites.
Meet at Eudoria St car park, Gosnells or
go to site (call night before if not sure)
Planting at Bannister Creek in the UWR section
Meeting at end of Bold Place laneway
Hosted by City of Melville
10 Almondbury Rd, Booragoon

Site TBA contact Russell to be put on the mailing Group
list

Russell 9258 7301 or
email wilsonwetland@
gmail.com

Please see the SERCUL website calendar for a more up to date listing of current events and more contact details:
www.sercul.org.au/events.html

13th International Conference
Wetland Systems for Water Pollution
25th – 29th November 2012
Perth, Western Australia
Organised by Murdoch University
in collaboration with IWA and AWA.
SERCUL and Swan River Trust are organising one
of the technical tours of the conference. Additional to
this, SERCUL will have a space at the conference to
showcase to local and international participants the
projects we been undertaking.
For more information about the conference and
sponsorship packages go to:
http://www.promaco.com.au/events/
wetlandsystems2012.html

NATIONAL TREE DAY
Bannister Creek Catchment group
UWR Project

29th July 2012
9.30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Where: Bannister Creek, Between Metcalfe
and Hybanthus Rd, Ferndale
Meeting point: end of Bold Place Lane,
Ferndale
Contact Amy Warner 9458 5664 or email
amywarner@sercul.org.au
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SERCUL Executive Committee:
CEO - Julie Robert
Chairperson - Pat Hart
Deputy Chair - Marc Lane
Treasurer - Cam Clay
Secretary - Yvonne Ward
Executive Member - Brian Aldrich

Contact us at:
69 Horley Road,
Beckenham WA 6107
Phone: 9458 5664
Fax: 9458 5661
www.sercul.org.au

Please see our website for all other staff details.
www.sercul.org.au/staff.html

If undeliverable, please return to:
SERCUL
69 Horley Road
Beckenham WA 6107

The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare
wishes to thank our main sponsors.

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

This newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper.

