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$1 000 000 COMMONWEALTH FUNDING A REAL WINNER
The Federal Minister for the Environment Greg
Hunt’s announcement on the 15 January 2015 of
$1 000 000 in funding over 18 months for a SwanCanning Recovery Program couldn’t have come
at a better time, particularly for the ongoing
removal of Hydrocotyle in the Canning River
Regional Park.
While SERCUL and the Wilson Wetland Action
Group have achieved amazing results over the
past few years controlling Hydrocotyle there is
still a large area that requires immediate and
ongoing treatment to stop it from spreading and
to try and achieve total eradication. The $500
000 funding allocated we believe will be able to
achieve that result.
$100 000 is to go towards raising awareness of
Swan-Canning Rivers health requirements through
community workshops and school education,
with $400 000 for community groups on ground
activities. The Perth Region NRM will be delivering
these funds through a community steering group.
Special thanks to Steve Irons the Federal Member
for Swan who has lobbied and worked tirelessly
over a number of years to achieve this excellent
outcome.
Minister for the Environment Greg Hunt, Federal Member for
Swan Steve Irons and volunteers planting into the banks of
the Canning River.

Welcome to our Latest
Newsletter
If you have any comments on the newsletter or would
like to be included on our distribution list please call
us on 9458 5664.

Electronic Newsletter
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
At SERCUL, we are working to reduce the amount
of paper used. If you can help by receiving this
newsletter electronically, please email your name to
amykrupa@sercul.org.au with the subject ‘SERCUL
Electronic Newsletter’.

From the Chair
By now most people will have finished their holidays
and have returned to work, many contemplating how
their various programs and indeed their employment
will be this time next year. With the amalgamations of
most Local Governments and the Swan River Trust’s
amalgamation into the Department of Parks and
Wildlife, all occurring on the 1 July 2015, many are
facing an unknown future.
What we do know however is that SERCUL is a great
organisation to invest in; we have over 10 years of
outstanding achievements and the science to back
it up. We have shown we have the professionalism
and ability to deliver projects and programs for State
and Local Government and industry and achieve
outstanding results. Our reports to the Swan River Trust
clearly identified to the Government that for every
dollar they invest with us we can increase that in most
instances to four dollars.
Julie Robert and I met with the Director General of the
Department of Parks and Wildlife Mr Jim Sharp prior
to Christmas to put our case to him and to clearly
identify the benefits for the Government by investing
in our organisation. Mr Sharp was unable to make any
commitment but I believe the case we put to him was
an excellent one and considering the extreme financial
issues the State Government is having I know we gave
an excellent presentation for consideration.
SERCUL will continue to build on it’s not for profit
business arm to back up our organisation in these
challenging times. We trust that the opportunity for the
State Government to invest in SERCUL in order to deliver
the outcomes they are required to meet, while getting
outstanding value for their money, is considered.
I find at these times it is good for the morale to look at
some positive quotations:
Learn how to dance on a shifting carpet. Thomas Crum
You never change things by fighting the existing reality. To
change something, build a new model that makes the existing
models obsolete. R. Buckminster Fuller
Change is the law of life and those who look only to the past
or present are certain to miss the future. J.F. Kennedy

Stormwater Biofilters
In November 2014 the ‘Vegetation guidelines
for stormwater biofilters in the south-west
of Western Australia’ were released at a
two day workshop in Perth. SERCUL formed
part of the author team which included
representatives from Monash University, the
University of Melbourne and consultants TME.
The guidelines provide a useful resource for
design, construction and maintenance of
storm water biofilters in the south-west. The
guidelines include an update of the most
recent research findings on biofilters, a plant
species selection list for the south-west and
an overview of the practical considerations
for designing, constructing and maintaining
biofilters.
The guidelines can be downloaded from:
www.newwaterways.org.au/files/files/381_
Biofilter_vegetation_guidelines_for_
southwestWA.pdf
and a companion practice note from:
www.newwaterways.org.au/files/files/382_
Biofilter_vegetation_Practice_Note_for_
southwestWA.pdf

DID YOU KNOW?
DO YOU KNOW WHAT WAS THE
FIRST ANIMAL TO BE SENT INTO DEEP
SPACE?
The first animals that were sent into
deep space were a pair of Horsefield’s
Tortoises. The Soviet Union in September
1968 sent the tortoises along with wine
flies, meal worms and other biological
species on a circumlunar voyage on
the Zond 5 spacecraft. The capsule was
recovered at sea on September 21 1968.
The good news is that they survived the
experience.

Pat Hart
Chairperson
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Beckenham Open Space Projects
Beckenham Open Space and Bowra and O’Dea,
Men of the Trees Memorial Groves
After a successful planting season with reasonable
rains and sunny weather, the weeds unfortunately
have also continued to thrive in certain areas.
The biomass of dead weeds has been of concern
and will be dealt with through manual removal,
brush-cutting and disposal.
For bird lovers the Rainbow Bee-eaters
have returned to the Horley Road area,
great to see them come back year after
year.
Caring for Our Country Community Environment
Grant Canning River Project
The planting season was a great success with the
participation of many Community Groups, local
school groups and individual volunteers enjoying
the rewards of planting native plants. Weed

River Guardians Membership
Drive
Join the River Guardians
team today and stay
connected
with
the
Swan Canning Riverpark
and the people and
programs protecting our
rivers. You will be invited
to take part in events,
volunteering opportunities and training, and
will receive email updates with all the latest
information.
The easiest way for you to become a River
Guardians member is to join online at:
www.riverguardians.com

Upcoming River GuardianS Events
River Guardians Photography Competition 2015
The competition is open to all ages, with both
Amateur and Junior categories and submissions
close on 12 March 2015. Visit the website for
more details www.riverguardians.com

control is an ongoing issue with small broadleaf
and grassy weeds occurring. Monitoring has also
been completed. The interpretive signage is
undergoing final edits before going to the printers
and being installed. Our thanks go to all the
volunteers who have helped to make this project
a success through their efforts.
SALP Yule Brook Confluence
This project has involved some intensive weed
control and follow up treatments. This has
included the manual, partial removal of typha in
the lagoon section to create more open water
for the bird life. Another weed of concern is
nutgrass which has been chemically treated or
hand weeded. Planting occurred of sedges in the
later months of the season and have been quite
successful. Some damage has occurred due to
motor cross riding through the brook area.

Dolphin Watch Training
The next training session will be held at Scitech
on Wednesday 25 February 2015, starting at
6pm. For more information or to rsvp please
email guardians@swanrivertrust.wa.gov.au.
Prawn Watch
This event will be
held on Tuesday
17 February 2015
at
Royal
Perth
Yacht Club from
6pm. For more
information and to
rsvp please email
guardians@swanrivertrust.wa.gov.au
Clean up the Rivers Day
Registration will be at Bicton Baths (corner of
Braunton Street and Blackwall Reach Parade)
between 8-8.30am. Volunteers will be grouped
to cover a large area from Bicton Baths to
Point Walter. For more information please visit
www.cityofmelville.com.au
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SERCUL Projects
Wicking Bed Workshop

25cm

Wicking beds are very water efficient and promote
rapid plant growth with low heat stress even
in the blisteringly hot days that we have been
experiencing at this time of year.

non woven
weed mat

soil

5cm

A wicking bed works by creating a reservoir at the
bottom of the garden bed that holds water. This
water is then able to wick up through the soil via
capillary action to water the plants roots from the
bottom, meaning there is always water readily
available and there is minimal water loss due to
surface evaporation.

pond liner

carpet or
weed mat

On the 10th December SERCUL ran a workshop in
the vegie garden where we converted two of the
raised garden beds to ‘wicking beds’.

overflow
pipe

pebbles

drainage
ag pipe

planter box

Diagram showing the construction elements of a wicking bed

Even at the height of summer we have found
that watering can be done only every 3rd or 4th
day (as opposed to once or twice a day for a
conventional bed).
The photos here speak for themselves. Six weeks of
growth has seen these beds producing prolifically!
There are some excellent videos on YouTube that
provide a step by step description of how to build
your own wicking bed at home.
After completion of the wicking bed, and six weeks after installation

From drains to living streams
A Drains to Living Streams Workshop was held in November and was attended by over 50 people. Two
project sites were visited during the day. The combined effort by Perth Region NRM, the Department of
Water and SERCUL in preparing and presenting the workshop resulted in an enjoyable and informative
day.
A current project site on the Brentwood Main Drain involves the conversion of 200m of traditional
stormwater infrastructure into a living stream. The site has sections of open drain that illustrate the soil
profile, visual water quality issues, a section of collapsing pipe, two different types of inlet structures,
native vegetation, urban utilities and local residents to consider. Essentially it is very interesting in its
complexity with very visual examples of a range of issues that can be found in Perth’s urban drainage
network. The project provided the ideal opportunity to see a site before any works had been undertaken.
A walk through Bannister Creek was on the afternoon schedule for the drains to living streams workshop.
Bannister Creek is an example of living stream conversions at different ages. The first section of living
stream was undertaken in 2003 while the most recent stage was undertaken in 2011. This is a fantastic
opportunity to see how these systems perform in the long term.
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Catchment Groups
Armadale Gosnells landcare Group
The Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group in
partnership with the City of Armadale and
the City of Gosnells has completed further
restoration works of the Canning River in 2014
under the State Government’s Riverbank
Funding Program. Under this program the Swan
River Trust forms partnership arrangements
with local governments and seeks community
participation in Riverbank projects.
The Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group works
with the City of Armadale to reduce the impact
of processes threatening biodiversity at three
sites along the Canning River in Kelmscott
and Roleystone. The Group also partners with
the City of Gosnells to restore another three
riverland sites in Thornlie and Gosnells. In 2014,

the Armadale Gosnells Landcare Group has
continued revegetation works, planting 17,000
native seedlings with the help from five schools,
three Scouts and Guides groups as well as local
residents, totalling 1240 volunteers helping out
at these sites for the year. The Armadale Gosnells
Landcare Group also carried out weed control
across these sites to improve the condition of
the Canning River shoreline. The Riverbank
Funding Program sees that the Canning River
foreshore is stabilised and that degraded sites
are
revegetated,
while adding to the
cultural and social
amenity values of
the river.

Community planting event Kelmscott, Nov 2014

Green Army
The Green Army is a hands-on, practical, grassroots
environmental action programme that supports
local environment and heritage conservation
projects across Australia.

SERCUL invites all their partners to utilise the team
for their onground projects to undertake a range
of projects from weeding, planting and fauna &
flora monitoring.

The Green Army programme provides opportunities
for young Australians aged 17-24 years to gain
training and experience in environmental and
heritage conservation fields and explore careers
in conservation management, while participating
in projects that generate real benefits for the
environment.

If you would like to have the Green Army working
on your site please call or email Amy Warner
on 0424295527 or amywarner@sercul.org.au to
discuss your project’s needs.

SERCUL’s Green Army team commenced work on
14 January 2015. The team of 10 is led by Chloe
Bird. Chloe has a degree in Marine Biology and has
worked on the Wheatstone project undertaking
marine fauna monitoring.
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Community News
Rakali Community Survey
Catchments, Corridors and
Coasts 2015

Have you seen evidence of water rats
(rakali)? Please let us know!

Another successful year of Catchments, Corridors
and Coasts (CCC) has been undertaken by a
very enthusiastic group of 24 participants. CCC
was presented by the Australian Association
for Environmental Education WA Chapter
and supported by more than 20 organisations
including SERCUL who co-organise the event.
The Swan River Trust are the major sponsor of this
wonderful event.

WWF-Australia and the WA Department of Parks
and Wildlife have launched a new citizen science
survey to learn more about the distribution of
rakali or Australian water rats in Western Australia.
Very little is known about this species, where it
is currently found and if it is stable or declining.
If you have seen rakali or any signs of their
presence (tracks, scats or characteristic feeding
‘middens’), please let us know!

Day one began in the upper catchment with
participants being treated to specialised tours
of the Red Hill Waste Facility, Perth Hills Centre
and Kanyana to name a few highlights. Day
two, spent in the corridor, was very busy with a
visit to the Perth Zoo’s Native Breeding Species
Program in the morning and an Indigenous
heritage session along with ‘Water’ presentations
from several sustainability groups held during
the afternoon at the stunning Canning River
Eco Education Centre. The coast day was well
received, as always, with participants starting
the day either snorkelling or reef walking and
finishing off the day with a sundowner.

CCC provides a snapshot of environmental
education in WA and gives participants a
chance to network with a range of organisations
and like-minded people over the three days.
CCC will be held again in January 2016.
Go to www.aaeewa.org.au for more information
and to the AAEE WA Flickr page to view photos
from the event.
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The Rakali Community Survey is supported by
Lotterywest and runs until 31 March 2015.
To lodge your sightings email your sighting details
to: rakali@wwf.org.au, or call the Rakali Hotline
on: 08 6231 0223.
For more information go to wwf.org.au/rakali

Upcoming Events
Date & Time

Event

Group

Contact

Thurs 12 February
9am – 12noon

SERCUL General Meeting
Hosted by the City of Gosnells. The SERCUL
Restoration Ecologist Dr. Rose Weeransinghe will
present as a guest speaker on the Challenges
of Wetland Restoration and Mosquito
Management.
@ Committee Room, Council Offices – 2120
Albany Hwy, Gosnells

South East
Regional Centre
for Urban
Landcare

SERCUL 9458 5664

Sat 21 February

CRRPV Work Day
@ site TBA

Canning River
Regional Park
Volunteers

Jo: (08) 9458 3669
Pam: admin@canningriver.
org.au

Submissions close
Thurs 12 March

River Guardians Photography Competition 2015
This year’s theme – What’s your story? – will
provide the community with an opportunity to
share their connection to the Swan Canning
Riverpark in images.

Swan River Trust River Guardians

http://www.riverguardians.
com/get-active/
competitions/photocompetition-2015

Sat 28 March
8.30pm

Earth Hour
Earth Hour is a great Aussie idea gone global,
started in 2007 as a lights-off event to raise
awareness about climate change. We have
grown to engage more than 162 countries and
territories worldwide.
Switch off for Earth Hour on March 28th at
8.30pm to help bring this issue to light, before
it’s too late.

Earth Hour

www.earthhour.org.au

Sun 12 April
sunset

Great Cocky Count
CARNABY’S BLACK-COCKATOOS NEED YOUR
HELP! Join us as we carry out our annual survey
of their numbers across WA to gain a better
understanding of this unique and endangered
species.
@ various locations across the SW of WA

Birdlife Western
Australia

www.birdlife.org.au/
projects/carnabys-blackcockatoo-recovery/greatcocky-count

Please refer to the SERCUL website calendar for a more up-to-date listing of current
events and more contact details: www.sercul.org.au/events.html

Schools Clean Up Day
1 March 2015
Clean up Australia are celebrating 25 years of
volunteer action across Australia. Put yourself in
the picture in 2015 and join the team to Clean
Up Australia on Sunday 1 March 2015.
Visit the website to register a site or team up with
an existing site:
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au

27 February 2015
Every year hundreds of thousands of
Australians get stuck in and clean up their local
environment by collecting and removing rubbish
on one of three Clean Up Days. Schools Clean
Up Day 2015 will be held nationwide on Friday
the 27th of February 2015. In 2014 they had over
2300 schools registered throughout Australia. Visit
the website for more details:
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/about/aboutthe-event/clean-up-for-schools
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SERCUL Executive Committee:
CEO – Julie Robert
Chairperson – Pat Hart
Deputy Chair – Marc Lane
Treasurer – Max Houghton
Executive Member – Vacant
Executive Member – Geoff Pettifer

Contact us at:
69 Horley Road,
Beckenham WA 6107
Phone: 9458 5664
Fax: 9458 5661
www.sercul.org.au

Please see our website for all other staff details.
www.sercul.org.au/staff.html

If undeliverable, please return to:
SERCUL
69 Horley Road
Beckenham WA 6107
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The South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare
wishes to thank our main sponsors.

Caring for the Swan Canning Riverpark

This newsletter is printed on 100% recycled paper.

